to join. There is a legend that the first woman to become a Marine was Lucy Brewer, who disguised herself as a man and served during the War of 1812 on the USS Constitution. (There is no evidence to support this.)
In August 1918, women were officially allowed to join the Marine Corps for the first time. The first woman to sign up was Private Opha Mae Johnson. The women who served in the Marine Corps during World War I freed men from administrative duties and allowed more men to go overseas into combat. At the end of the war, the women were relieved of their duties in the Corps.
When World War II began, women were again allowed to join the Marine Corps. Women Marines made it possible for 90% of male Marines to be deployed (the highest percent of any other armed force). By the end of the war, there were nearly 19,000 female Marines. After World War II, women were allowed to remain in the Corps during peacetime for the first time.
The Korean War was the third war that Women Marines were involved. Women, again, played an important role in performing duties that would allow more men to be deployed.
During the Vietnam War, Woman Marines were allowed to serve in a combat zone in a non-combat role for the first time. Master Sergeant Barbara Jean Dulinsky was the first Woman Marine to reach Vietnam.
In 1997, the first group of Women Marines completed the male/female integrated Marine Combat Training Course at Camp Geiger, NC.
In 2004, the Marine Corps developed the Lioness Program, which attached female Marines to combat units to conduct culturally sensitive searches of Iraqi women and children. The "Lionesses" also trained Iraqi women how to conduct searches of other women. This program gave Women Marines more equality with their male counterparts on the frontlines.
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